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These classroom materials on Romania are intended to

be used in U.S5. history, Evropean history, world history, area
studies, or current affairs courses. The materials are designed to
offer an historical framework for considering current events, as well
as some insight into the events, ideas, issues, and personalities
involved in Romania's struggle for democracy. The materials include
maps, a timeline, geographic information, and a series of articles
from newspapers and magazines. (DB)
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TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (Ei;lC) .

We need free trade umons, free mass
media, lots of different structures -- until
Romania has a civil society, elections are
of no significance. The parties are only
names. If we are lucky, a good
government could emerge and give us
freedom and liberty. But only a civil
society can assure it.

Gabriel Andreescu

"AMERICAMN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
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NOTE TO TEACHERS

These supplemental classroom materials on
Romania were produced by the American Federation
of Teachers to be photocopied for use in secondary
schools in conjunction with the Education for
Democracy’s Classroom-To-Classroom project.

Recent events in Eastera Europe mark a major
change in the post-World War 11 world. After
decades of Soviet domination and communist dic-
tatorship, Eastern European countries are demanding
and achieving democracy, human rights and an ead to
the Soviet Uniod’s military presence.

The democratic revolutions in Eastern Europe
should help American students gain a greater ap-
preciation of and interest in the subject of history and
altain a deeper understanding of the ideas and prin-
ciples of democracy, for which millions of Eastern
Europeans have risked their lives.

We hope that this collection of materials on
Romania will offer an historical framework for con-
sidering current cvents, as well as some insight into the
events, ideas, issues, and personalitics that have
propelled Romania’s continuing struggle for
democracy. A timeline and maps are included to give
a basic historical coatext. Editorial cartoons, a
resource guide, and suggested classroom activities are
also includzd.

Materials were designed to be used in American
History, European History, World History, Area
Studies or Current Affairs courses. We have tried to
design tiae packet to be fiexible enough to be used in
many different ways. Some suggestions are:

@ Using the material as a unit to be completed in
one week to a week and a half. The timeline and
maps can be handed out the first day, with each
section as assigned reading for succeeding clas-
ses. Section questions can be used for
bomework, and students can be asked to pick
one activity as a loog-term project.

® The cntire packet can be handed out at one
time, with studeats givea two or three weeks to
read the uait. One or two classes canbe devoted
to discussion, and students can then be asked to

choose an activity as a loag-term project.

¢ In World History or European History courses,
sections can be assigned as additional reading,
scheduled to coincide with historical periods in
the general course of study. Essays answering
the section questions, or activitics could be as-
signed, perhaps as extra credit.

o For students in World History, European His-
tory or Current Affairs courses who wish 10 do
a term paper or project on Eastern Europe,
both the packet and the resource guide can be
offered.

o One or two reading selections from cach section
can be assigned to students. In American His-
tory courses, this could be done either to coin-
cide with the kistorical period in the general
course of study, or as supplemental material
whea USS. foreign policy or U.S.-Soviet rela-
tions are being discussc -

We bope that the series of materials will be a useful
contribution to the historical, current affairs and
primary source resources availabie to U.S. cducators.
Suggestions and comments from teachers are wel-
comce, plcase send them to:

Education For Democracy Project
American Federation of Teachers
555 New Jersey Avenue, N.W.
Washingtoa, D.C. 20001

about the education for democracy project

Educatioa for Democracy, a joint project of the
American Federation of Teachers, the Educational
Excellence Network and Freedom House, was
launched in 1987 with a statement of principles signed

BEST COPY AvA!l ABLE

by more than 150 prominest Americans. lis purpose
is to encourage schools to impart to studeats the learn-
ing necessary for an informed, reasoned allegiance to
the ideals and practices of a democratic society.




Size:

Capital:

Population:

Ethnic Groups:

Government:

91,699 sq. mi. (Slightly smalier than Oregon.)
Bucharest
23,153,475

89.1% Romanian; 7.8% Hungarian; 1.5% German; 1.6%
Ukranian, Serb, Croat, Russian, Turk, and Gypsy.

Led by the National Salvation Front, which took power after the
fall of Nicolae Ceausescu on December 22, 1989. President Ion
Iliescu is a former Communist Central Committee member.
Prime Minister Petre Roman heads a governing council largely
composed of former Communist officials.
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TIMELINE

The legions of the Romawa emperor Trajan are stationed in the area o7 the Thracian tribe (Dacians).

What is to become the Romanian natioa is formed through the union of the Romans and the native
populations.

Slavic tribes begin to settle in this arca.

Bulgarians also begin moving into the area.

The Bulgarian Tsar, Boris, converts to Christianity and brings it ir its eastern, Byzantine form to
the region. This is the origin of Romania’s Orthodox faith.

Hungarian (Magyar) advances drive the Romanians into the Carpathian mountains, where an
independent kingdom is established in Transylvania.

Transylvania is conquered by King Istvan of Hungary and is incorporated into his «ungdom. (A
large Hungarian minority becomes established in Transylvania, and a debate over whether these
lands should be considered Hungarian or Romanian contioues to this day.]

A Mongol invasion destroys all records of Transylvania's early inhabitants. [It is not uaul the end
of the 20th century that documents are found to prove that two Romanian principalities had been
established: one to the south called Valachia and one to the east called Moldavia. They remain
separate until 1774 when they are combined under Turkish rule.)

Valachia surrenders to the Islamic forces of Turkish Sultan Mubammad I, but is allowad 1o
maintain its ruling family, territory and religion.

Michael the Brave, with the support of Christian Europe, wins several battles against the Turks,
and establishes Romania as a kingdom in the Hapsburg-ruled Holy Roman Empire. fAlthough
their independence was short-lived, Romanians celebrate Michael as a national hero -- the first
leader to bring all the Romanians of Valachia, Moldavia and Transylvania together under a single
ruls. Full national unity will not be realized again until 1918.]

After re-gaining control, the Turks move the Romanian capital to Bucharest. The three

principalities are again divided and a series of local rulers are appoiated to help administer Turkish
rule.

As the Sultan's power begins to decline, direct rule is imposed. Gresk Voivods (princes) are used

as Tutkey's agents. Each voivod is only allowed to rule for a brief period, and the Romamans
sutfer as each new ruler attempts to leave office taking a3 much from the people as possible.

The Russian Empire, at war with the Turks, demand Moldavia and Valachia, As a counter,
Napoleon urges the Sultan to dethrone the ruling princes in thess lands. After defeating Napoleon.
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the Russians seize both principalities. During the six-year Russian occupation, the people are
made to surrender their produce and are subjected to forced labor. Resisters are sent to Siberia.

Inspired by the French, a nationalist movement emerges, and sporadic uprisings break out. At
Russian insistence, the Turks put down the rebels.

An attempt to unite Moldavia and Valachia under the name of Romania is blocked. However, one
prince, Alexander Cuza, is named ruler of both regions. His progressive tand reforms go far
enough to infuriate the landowners and the Church, but not far enough to please the peasants. He
is deposed in 1866 and replaced by a Germaa prince: Carol of the Hohenzollerns. Alhough these
lands are still considered part of the Turkish Empire, Caro! establishes a liberal, independent
governiment.

Russia and Turkey again go to war. The Romaniaus side with the victorious Russians, and in

1878, the Treaty of Berlin recognizes Romania’s full independence. Transylvania. still a part of the
Austro-Hungarian empire, remains outside of the new state.

The prince is crowned King Carol.
A major peasant uprising is violently repressed.

King Carol I dies and his nephew, Ferdinand I takes the throne. With the onset of World War I,
Romania declares itself neutral.

Romaaia enters the war on the side of the Allied forces against the German and Austro-Hungarian
Empires.

As one of the victors in the war, Romania is able to re-acquire a great deal of historical territory:
Transylvania, Bukovina and Bessarabia (part of Moldavia) and the Banat.

The country enters a period of political uncertainty, as political parties on the left and the right
jockey for power. Ferdinand's son, Crown Prince Carol, is so little respected, he is forced to
renounce any claiza on the crown. Instead, Carol’s five-year<ald son is proclaimed heir.

Ferdinand dies in 1928, and Carol begins plotting 10 retura and regain the crown frorm his son.

Carol is crowned Carol II, ruler of a republican monarchy.
The [ron Guard, a fascist organization, assassinates the prime minister.

I the 19303, fascist forces throughout Furope gain strength. Carol I, fearful that Nazi Germany

would support a Hungarian invasion to reclaim Transylvania, signs a treaty with Germany that
gives it broad influence over Romanian domestic policies.

Right-wing parties, with the exc.  ion of the Iron Guard, ¢stablish a government. After several
months, Carol Il ousts the new government. and proclaims a royal dictatorship. All political
parties are banned, except for Carol II's National Rebirth Froat,

7




1939

1940

1941

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1951

1952

1953
1955

1960s

With the outbreak of World War Ii, Romania agaia declares itself neutral, but quickly feels the
offects of the war. Germany and the Soviet Union sign an agreement (Hitler-Stalin Pact), which
divides up Eastern Europe between the two powers and forces Romania to relinguish territory:
40% of Transylvania to Hungary, Dobruja to the Bulgarians, and Bessarabia and Bukovina to the
Soviet Unica.

Carol II abdicates in favor of his son Michael. A military dictatorship is formed, led by General

Ton Antonescu and backed by the Iron Guard, it aligns itself with Germany. A reign of terror
begins.

General Antonescu, seeking to tegain Bessarabia and Bukovina, sends Romanian armed forces join
the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

In response to Antonescu’s failed military policy, King Michael organizes a coup, overthrows the
government, and declares support for the Allies. As the Soviets and the Allies begin to close in on
Germany, the Red Army enters Romania. The Soviet occupation force tolerates the establishment
of a coalition government, but begins to place Romanian communists in key government positions.

In March, King Michael, under estreme Soviet pressure, accepts the installation of communist

Petru Groza as prime minister. After objections by the United States and Great Briwin, it is
agreed that elections will be held.

Through fraud, the elections sweep a communist-led government to power. Antonescu is tried and
executed. Many nog-communist politicians are imprisoned.

With communist dictatorship firmly established, King Michael is vorced to abdicate the throne, and
a Romanian People’s Republic is proclaimed. Banks and industries are nationalized.

New “elections” are held, but only one list of candidates is on the ballot. A treaty of “friendship.
collaboration and mutual assistance” is signed with Moscow, firmly binding Romania to the Soviet
Union. A period of Stalinist repression and purges of the communist party. [By June of 1950,
192,000 people will have been expelled from the ranks of the Commuaist Party.]

1n September, tea Roman Catholic priests are tried on charges of espionage and anti-state activity.
All reccive long prison terms.

A new constitution is writteg, almost identical to the Soviet Unioa’s. In an internal battle for

control of the Romsnian Commuuist Party, a nationalist faction, led by Gheorghe Gheorghiu-De;j,
takes power:

In the Soviet Union, Stalin dies.

In responsas to the creation of NATO, the Soviet Union establishes the Warsaw Pact, a formal

military-political alliasce with the sations of the Soviet bloc. The People’s Republic of Romania
joins,

Gheorghiu-Dsj begins to loosen ties with the Soviets, and opealy cultivates ties with Tito’s
Yugoslavis, Mao's China and the West.
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In April, the Romanian Workers' Party proclaims Romania's oeutrality ia the split berween China
and the Soviets, declaring that China has the right to develop its own "road to socialism."

In May, a USA-Romanian joint trade agreement is announced.

In June, Romania announces the release of practically all of the political prisoners jailed over the
previous three years.

Dej dies. Nicolae Ceausescu, Dej’s cellmate during the war, is named the new First Secretary of
the Communist Party. The country's name is changed to the Socialist Republic of Romania.

Romania is the only Warsaw Pact nation that does not break off relations with Israel after the Six
Day War.

Despite its membership in the Warsaw Pact, Romania criticizes the Soviet-led invasion of
Czechoslovakia and does not send troops.

Believing that Romania is moving away from the Soviet camp, U.S. President Richard Nixon pays
an official visit to Ceausescu.

Despite Romaniz's foreign policy, repression mounts under Ceausescu's rule.
In a joint stateruent with Great Britain, Romania criticizes the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

After borrowing heavily to finanice massive building projects, Ceausescu announces that he will
pay off the nation’s $21 billion foreign debt. He imposes strict domestic austerity measures: food
is rationed, heat is restricted in the winter, and electricity is rationed, leaving entire cities dark
during the night. Withiu five years, the nation has the lowest standard of living in Europe.

A human rights group, Helsinki Watch, describes the totalitarian control in Romania as the most
repressive in Eastern Europs. [n Romania it is illegal to speak to foreigners. Paper is rationed,
ana 1all typswriters musnt be registered with the police. Since Ceausescu has declared that the
population must rise from 22 million to 30 million by the year 2000, every woman is expected to
bear five children. All forms of birth control and abortion are illegal. All women are required to
have a gynecological exam every three months to insure that they are obeying the law. Abandoned
children live on the strests and swell the ill-equipped orphanages, where they receive little food
and almost no adult attention. All decrees are enforced by the sacret police - the Securitate.

Soviet leader Gorbachev visits Romania. Ceausescu states that the liberalization occurring in some
othsr Eastern European pations will not take place in Romaania.

In November, after long years of energy rationing, thousands of truck and tractor workers in
Brasov demonstrata in protest over low living standards. They attack the local Communist Party
headquarters apd burn it. Authoritics move in quickly and arrest hundreds. An unkaown number
are killed; prison sentences of 5-10 years are handed out to the leaders of the strike.

Ethnic tensious are heightened in March when Ceausescu announces a policy of "urbanization,”

with plans to destroy 8,000 villages and resettle the inhabitants. 50,000 of those to be relocated are
Hungarians.




1989

1990

In July, after reports that Romania has begun construction of a barbed-wire fence along its border

with Huogary, officials tfrom both natious meet to discuss Romania’s treatment of ethnic
Hungarians.

On November 17, Romania seals its border with Hungary. A week later at the Romanian
Communist Party’s 1dth Congress, Ceausescu is reelected General Secretary, and denies any
suggestion that reforms are necessary.

On December 15, demonstrators surround a church in Timisoara to prevent the arrest of a priest,
Laszlo Tokes, a prominent spokesman for the rights of ethnic Hungarians. On December 17, the
army opens fire on demonstrators in Arad and Timisoara; hundreds are killed. Protests soon
spread to other cities.

On December 20, Ceausescu declares a state of emergency in Timisoara. On the 21st, the revolt
spreads to Bucharest, where security forces fire on demonstrators. Ceausescu is shouted down at
a staged rally.

On December 22, army units join tie rebellion. Ceausescu, party leader and head of state, resigns
and flees. A group of communiste and ex-communists declare themselves to be the National
Salvation Front, and seizes power.

On December 23, the new government captures the Ceausescus, Street fighting occurs between the
army, which backs the new government, and elements of the secret police still loyal to Ceausescu.

On December 25, the Ceausescus are given a "trial,” summasily seatsnced to death and executed.
The secret police battle the rebels uatil December 28, the provisional regime's deadline for security
forces to surrender or face execution.

Oan December 29, the National Salvation Front vows to hold free elections in April and to establish
a democracy. Leaders declare that they will not run in the elections. lon liiescu, a former member

of the Communist Central Committes, assumes the presidency as the head of the National Salvation
Front.

No independent figures are given, but it is reported that upwards of 2,000 fatalities occurred
during the December fighting.

On Japuary 12, up to five thousand demonstrators gather in Bucharest to protest continuing

communist control of the government. They march to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where the
National Salvation Front is headquartered, shouting, "Down with communism!® “Who elected
them?" and "What is the Front hiding?*®

On January 23, the Front declares that, contrary to an earlier promise, it will compete in the
upcoming national elections. Ion lliescu announces that he will run for president.

On February 9, the new provisional Parliament, the Council for National Unity, convenes.

In March, the Student League and other opposition organizations hold protest demonstrations and
begin hunger strikes.

Elections arw held in May, the first elections since 1937. The National Salvation Front wins 66 %

of the vots. lliescu becomes president with 85% of the vote. Anti-government demonstrations
continue.
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1991

In response to government calls to stop the protests, securitate police and pro-government mine
workers rampage through Bucharest on June 13. Student leaders are beaten and arrested. and
offices of the anti-Front political parties and other independent groups are ransacked. Seven
people are reported killed.

On July 13, more than 200,000 anti-government protestors rally in Bucharest’s Victory Square, to
demand the release of the student leaders and to protest the Front’s actions.

On October 18, Premier Petre Roman offers legislation for rapid free-market reform.
On December 15, a crowd of 8,000 marches in Timisoara to commemorate the first anniversary of
the street demoanstrations that led to the ouster of Ceausescu. They call for a *second revolution®

against the lliescu governmeat, still dominated by former communists.

Opposition parties continue 10 ask for new elections and a coalition government. Dissatisfaction

with the government's inaction against the Securitate and continued poor economic performance

seems to be growing.

In Hungary, on February 25, leaders of the Republics of Romania, Hungary, Poland, Czecho-
slovakis, Bulgaria and the USSR sign a formal protocol dissolving the Warsaw Pact.
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An Index of Readings

"Romania: When the Lights Went Out,” Europe: A Tapestrv
of Nations, by Flora Lewis.

.-"Ceausescu Bear Hunt Shows a Dictator Hunting for Honor,"

The Milwaukee Journal, January 13, 1991, &

"Where Policemen Outnumber Pigeons,” by Mircea Dinescu,
Uncaptive Minds, May/June/July 1989.

Excerpt from "Report from Romania: Down with the Tyrant,"
by Robert Cullen, The New Yorker, April 2, 1990.

“New Masks, Old Faces," by Vladimir Tismaneanu, The New
Republic, February 5, 1990, &

"Street Theater," by Anna Husarska, The New Republic,
February 5, 1990.

"June 20, 1990 Protest by the Student League,” Uncaptive
Minds, August/September/QOctober 1990.

"Homage to Golania," by Vladimir Tismaneanu, The New
Republic, July 30/August 6, 1990.
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Ceausescu Bear Hunt Shows A Dictator Hunting For Honor
Milwaukee Journal, January 3, 1991

[Editor's Note: The following article describes a bear
hunt orgamized for the benefit of Romanian dictator
Nicolae Ceausescu, who was toppled in the revolurion
of December 1989. Verging on a parody, the story of
the hunt is an auihentic document of the Ceausescu
dictatorship, a lesson on the technique of maintaining
power. The account first appeared in the German
newspaper Die Zeit and was translated into English by
Thie World Paper./

October 10, 1984

2 AM.: The director of the zoo in
Marosvasarhely is awakened by the telephone. The
secretary of the district party council gives him brief
instructions: The director is to dress immediately and
teport to wory.

Two members of the secret polics are waiting
in front of the main building. Two large brown bears
are to be delivered immediately, and with the utmost
secrecy, to the representatives of the Bucharest State
Circus, who have been waiting for an hour. The circus
people tranquilize, tie and load the bears by
wheelbarrow into the special truck. They take off,

4 A.M.: The car stops in a small clearing.
The soldier-like prison guards curse as they struggle
with the bears. The animals, focming at the mouth, are
thrown 10 the ground and, still tied, bite into the
dew-covered grass,

A veterinarian rushes to examine them and
nods with satisfaction; the bears, muzzied to prevent
them from eating or drinking before the hunt begins,
must have already gone three or four days without food.
Their jaws are locked with steel clamps, their bind legs
tied to tree trunks.

B A.M.: A dark green armed helicopter lands
nearby and the special Pioneer Division perfectly
camouflages the bears and the horse's body with pine
hranches and leaves. Eighty yards away, the Pioneers
clear trees and bushes from a 20-yard radius and in a
half-hour build a stand in the clearing for Ceausescu.

October 11, 1984

4 A.M.: Air surveillance, under way for 10
days now, enters Phase 2: Ceausescu's air force flies
into the air space between Deda and the Goergeny
Alps. Now the bravest warrior of the Carpathians can
hattie the bears protected by jets and attack helicopters.
By the order of the Party, all industrial, trade, cultural
and sdministrative activities halt in the town of
Szasr-egen. The inhabitants - Hungarians, Romanians
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and Germans - are pressed to the sidewalks, soldiers in
froat, two rows of secret police behind. The knowing
(informed) throng is sileat,

The agitators stare into people’s eyes, shake
them and bellow at each of them, "Long live Nicolae
Ceausescu, most beloved son of the Romanian people!”
until each joins the cry.

$:30 P.M.: More than five hours have passed
siace the crowds were ordered to the streets. They
stand tired, huagry, thirsty and listless.

That same hour a beet-red helicopter appears
to the northeast and a commotion breaks out around the
Laposnya huating lodge. Only Comrade Ceausescu has
a red helicopter! It lands on the court d'honneur in
froat of the castle. A man dressed as a huater steps
gracelessly from the copter - Ceausescu’s double! In
the twilight, uncertainty.,.who knows where the real
Ceausescu disembarked?

The real one had flowa ia sarly that aternoon.

October 12, 1984

9 A.M.: The throng of invited guests from the
Romanisn Communist Party and the governmenm, the
press and the diplomatic corps, fails in place to the
thythm of a military march.

Ceausescu’s arrival marks the climax. A
ceremonial column is led by the secret palice.

The beaters orders are to rouse the bear and direct him
toward the huating tower.

Activity in the clearing is suspect. The two
bears - tranquilized again - are freed. They gradually
awaken and appear in the arena unsteady and bellowing.

The keenest faicon of the Carpathians begins
to take aim, first closing his right eye and thea his left
while his finger rests tensely on the trigger. One sharp
shot, then a second loud bang. Blood spews
fountain-like from the bear’s chest near his heart.

The other bear, apparently sensing his end s
near, bellows dangerously, attempting to escape;
seems he was able to free ons of his legs.

The marksmea in the trestops are silent, They
are completely satisfied with the current siuation.
After all, through their joint efforts they have already
felled one of the bears. The collaboration went .«
planned; the moment Ceaussscu placed his first finger
on the trigger the little red LED lamps on the
sharpshooters rifles’ rifles lit up, and when Ceausescu
squeezed, the three marksmen also fired - wilh silencers
s0 that this small technical assistance could be renderc.
with the utmost discretion,
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And so the hero of the bettle st Goergeny
conquered the first giant beas with only two shots.
Meanwhile, the other bear is pulling et his bicdings
with unbelisvable might. The thin steel wirs little by
little saws deeper (nto the bones of the siling animal.
Ones last yank et the binding snd the animal is free.

The racket confises the doomed bear and he
attempts to esceps. Cesusescu, up sbove, red in the
face and shaking, lits his wespon. His coasternation is
understandable; he has never had the opportunity to fire
it & wild animal at such close rangs. And so the brave
hunter tires without aiming!

The band breaks off; thers is & pained silence.

The bear stands frozen; he was not hit. Ceausescu
throws his rifle to the ground hysterically and slams his
fist on the stand’s railing. He fired, so the bear must
have been hit! A president does tiot fire a second time.
The marksmen in the tress save the dremastic situation.
Their dampsned shots slice through the animels chest.
The giant wavers s few moments in & pool of its own
blood and falls.

The national anthem follows and Ceausescu,
visibly pleassd, weves from th 2 stand and descends the
ladder. He peuses on the first rung to likt his chest
proudly and is awnrdsd the gold medal for the best
marksman in Romanis in 1984,

Where Policemen Qutnumber Pigeons
Mircea Dinescu, Uncaptive Minds, May-June-July 1989

This is an incredibls country -- & country
where psople can't sven immolate themselves publicly
becauss of s shortage of maickes, or hang themselves
beceuss of s shortage of rope. Look at Bucharest, well
on its way to becoming the first European city without
a singls church, where policemsn outnumber pigeons,
and black marketers have succeeded in introducing e
new kind of currsncy: Kent cigazetiee. There'’s also the
disease of gigantism that measures human happicess in
cubic meters of concrete. [t’s an absurd land whers the

o
[ g

barder guards point their weapons toward their own
country, whers wheat is harvested on television but rots
in the fislds, Where workers are called *proprietors’ so
thet they caa be mads to buy whet the Constitution says
is rightiully theire: their means of livelihood. Streetcar
conductors ars obliged to buy their strestcars, drillers
their own drills, and peasants have to purchase the
porches in their own yards....

When you go homs, tell everyons that God has
turned bis back on Romenis.




Report From Romania: Down With The Tyrant
Robert Cullen, The New Yorker, April 2, 1990

In bare outline, Nicolae Ceausescu’s life
and career closely resembled Stalin's, Like Stalin,
he was born in poverty -- o a peasant family from
a village called Scornicesti, about a hundred miles
west of Bucharest. He received only a few years
of education before, at the age of eleven, he left his
family, moved to the capital, and found work as a
shoemaker's apprentice. Like Stalin, he became a
Communist and a revolutionary while still in his
teens. The Romanian press first noticed him in
1936, when the government tried him on a charge
of Communist activity, convicted him, and sen-
tenced him to eightesn months In jail; he received
an additional six months’ sentence for & courtroom
outburst. Like Stalin, he got his higher education
from fellow revolutionaries in trouble with the law;
he spent most of the time between 1936 and 1944
in jail with other Party members.

By 1947, the government was firmly in the
hands of the Communists, and Ceausescu, as one
of the few Romanian Communist Party members
whose allegiance predated the arrival of the Sovl-
ets, was well lausched on a government career,
He brought certain talents to it. lon Mihai Paceps
who served as the director of Romania's foreign-
intelligence forces until 1978, when he defected,
described Ceausescu as a man of “native intelli-
gence, phenomenal memory, and iron will."

Ceausescu came to powsr, in 1965, and
positioned himsslf as a reformer and a nationalist.
Alone among the Warsaw Pact leaders, he publicly
opposed Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia in
1968. Many Romanian intsllectuals joined the
Party in those ysars, and the Nixou administration
singled Ceausescu out as America’s (avorite East-
ern European leadar: he was the only one it invited
to the White Houss. But Ceausescu’s devotion to
liberal reforms lasted only as long as it took kim to
eliminate the old Stalinists in the Party who might
have challenged him for powsr, He giined control
over the military in 1969, and became president in
1974. He had accrued powsr so graduaily at first
that for years many Romanians and many outsiders
who studied the country cculd not quite believe
what he had become.

Once he had achisved power, he pressrved
it by means of a nepotism so rife that [t assures

him a special place in the annals of Communism.
His brother, llie, became a vice-minister of de.
fense. A second brother, Nicolae Andruta, became
a lieutenant general in the security forces. A third
brother, lon. became the first vice-chairman of the
state planning agency. Ceausescu’s youngest child
and namesake, known as Nicu, became the head of
the Communist youth organization and then the
Party leader in Sibiu, Transylvannia. But the most
despised beneficiary of Ceausescu's nepotism was
his wife, Elena. [ spoke about her with Viadimir
Tismaneanu, who is now a scholar at Philadelphia's
Foreign Policy Ressarch Institute. In the fifiies
and sixties, Tismaneanu, the son of a ranking
Romanian official, attended school with Nicu Ceau-
sescy, Mrs, Ceausescu, he remembers, behaved
much as any other mothar uniil her husband be-
came the leader. Tismaneanu knew that things had
changed when an sdition of the official Romanian
encyclopedia listing the year of her birth as 1917,
a year before her husband’'s, was recalled and
destroyed. "The next edition said she was born in
1919," Tismaneanu recalled, smiling. Mrs. Ceau-
sescu then declded that she wanted a doctorate in
chemistry, though she had never completed grade
school. In 1967, she approached one of Romania's
most respected chemists, a professor at the Poly-
technic [nstitute of Buchiarest named Costin Neni-
tescu, and asked him to award her one. He re-
fused. Mrs. Caausescu then found a more pliant
professor, at a provincial university in the town of
lasi. She received her doctorate, and soon thereaf-
ter became the chairman of the Natlonal Council
for Science and Technology; the Romanian media
began to praise her as one of the world's most
distinguished scientiets. Textboaks and scientific
encyclopedias were published under her guidance.
The unfortunate Professor Nenitsscu went into
premature retirement.

Mrs. Casusescu had meanwhile added
political work to her scientific dutles. She joined
the Romanian Communist Party’s Central Commit-
tea in 1972 and becams a member of its ruling
board, the Political Executive Commiittes, in 1974.
Romania became a dlarchy, and Mrs., Ceausescu
was 10 feared that people referred to her only as
She. [ spoke with & man named Vasile Negrescu,




who was the director of the state's metals-trading
company in the nineteen-seventies. After an earth-
quake demolished the company's headquarters, in
1977, Negrescu solicited relief donations from
foreign companies with which he did business. He
collected two million dollars for the construction of
a new headquarters building and deposited it in the
state bank. One day, ready to begin the project, he
cailed the bank's director about withdrawing the
funds. The money was no longer there, the banker
said, because "She took it.” Negrescu knew pre-
cisely whem he meant, and he knew there was
nothing that either of them couid do about it.
Romania is a fertile land, and only gross
mismanagement could drive it to abject poverty.
The Ceausescus provided just that. in the early
years of the regime, Romania borrowed deeply
from abroad to build heavy industry -- particulacly
petrochemicai factories, which would rely oa im-
ported oil. But world oil pricss soared, and there
was little demand for Romania's industrial produc-
tion. Ceausescu then determined that repayment of
the debt would be the nation's highest priority, lest
it fall under the influence of foreign creditors. To
accomplish this, he squeezed the consumer sector
unmercifuily, shipping much of the country's food
abroad. In April of last year, the government
triumphantly announced that the debt had been
paid, but no improvement in consumer supplies
foilowsd. The stores in Bucharest last summer
offered some peas and pickles in jars and a little
flour; at the butchers’ counters, people could buy
pigs’ heads and pigs’ knuckles, but there was no
sign of any of the intermediate parts of the animai.
While Ceausescu was paying off the debt,
he was also pouring resources into a demolition-
and-construction program he called “systemiza-
tion." When he announced the program, in 1974,
it struck many Romanians as a benign version of
urban renewal. But over the years Ceausescu
transformed it. Had he completed his "systemiza-
tion,” it would have razed the majority of the
nations thirtesn thousand rurel villages, because
viilages with populations of less than two thousand
poople wers deciiied "economically uaviable,” and
the populations would have been (ransferred to
apartment blocks in designated agro-industrial
centers. In the towns and cities the progrsm would
have razed more thaia ninety per cent of existing
housing, along with dozens of churches, and re-
placed them with concrete apariment blocks. As it
happened, Cenusescu had nsither the time nor the
monsy (o "systemizs” the entirs country, but his

program still destroyed thousands of urban homes
and & handful of villages.

Ceausescu had a purpose in all this de-
struction. "He truly belleved in the Soviet model
of the ninteen-thirtles -- in building a new society,"
a Romanian historian named Dlnu Giurescu, who
now lives in this country, toid me last year. “If
you want to have this type of society, you need a
totally new type of human being -- a being who
will wiilingly, cheerfully, and diligensly carry out
ali the ‘orders given by the leadership. To have
such an individual, you must create a new environ-
ment for him. If you allow this individual to be cn
his own, to have personal reactions, then he will
oppose this new society, because that's humaa
nature. But if the individual is totally dependent on
the coilective from his birth to his exit, then he wili
react according to the will of the coilective,”

The Ceausescus ordered the clearance of a
swath of land in the ceater of Bucharest about three
miles long and a quarter of a mile wide for the
centerpiece of systematization, which they cailed
the Boulevard of the Victory of Socialism. Roger
Kirk, the American Ambassador to Bucharest at the
time of the demolition, estimated that at least forty
thousand people fost their homes; some of Roman-
ia’s oldest churches and monasteries were cither
destroyed or moved. The new boulevard runs
die-straight across the belly of the city, flanked by
parallel rows of nearly identical white ten-story
apartment buildings, ornamented with balconies and
columns. The boulevard is about ninety yards wide
-- wider, Ceausescu’s architects liked to boast, than
the Champs-Elysees. At its west end looms a new
House of the People, on which construction started
in 1986, and whick covers as much ground space
as the United States Capitol, and has about a thou-
sand rooms, many of them the size of respectable
college gymnasiums. The interior decor features
white marble, enormous columns, and gilt. Ac-
cording to Lieutenant Colonel Mihai Evores, an
Army officer, who showed reporters around the
nearly completed building in January, Ceausescy
dropped by two or thres times a week to supervise
the construction, and on almost every visit he
ordered design changes. “He changed the scale or
the materiais of the staircase in the south foyer
twelve times,” Evores said.

In Eastern Europe, urbcn design has ai-
ways been inseparabie from politics. The careful
preservation or reconstruction of old and venerable
parts of Budapest, Prague, and Warsaw were state.
ments of respect for national heritage and an asser-
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tion that the values of the past have not been lost.
The Boulevard of the Victory of Socialism makes
a statement that deliberately belitiles the contribu-
tions of vanished generations, and claims the Ceau-
sescu era to be a gigantic, irreversible stride for-
ward. Few urban landscapes in the world equal its
scale. In fact, its only true rival may be an avenue
that existed solely as an architect’s model: the
grand avenue that Adolph Hitler planned for Ber-
lin.

The Ceausescus demanded and received
constant public veneration. I visited Bucharest iast
summer, a few days before the principal national
holiday -- August.23rd, which celebrates the 1944
anti-German coup. Walking around the city in the
late afternoon, I often came to wooden poliice
barricades blocking off a few streets. Beyond the
barricades were throngs of people rehearsing for
the big holiday parade -- practicing chants, and
waving poles bearing signs and portraits. After-
ward, they would stream past the barricades with
their poles slung over their shoulders like miners’
shovels. One common slogan, in white letters on
a red banner, read "1965-1989. THE ERA OF
NICOLAE CEAUSESCU. THE GOLDEN ERA."
The portraits were all of Elena and Nicolae Ceau-
sescu. Recent photographs of Cecausescu show a
man with gray hair, a deeply lined face, and suspi-
cious, hawklike eyes. The ubiquitous official
portrait, however, depicted him as he perhaps
looked ysars ago -- with a bushy browa pompa-
dour, smooth cheeks, and a kindly smile playing
the full pink lips.

Few In Bucharest could escape that face as
the hoilduy approached. Romania has one televi-
slon channel, which at that time broadcast for three
hours each evening. [ caught mest of the program
on August 22nd. The newscast led with a long
report on a reception at which the two Ceausescus
¢clinked glasses with the diplomatic corps. A report
on counties that had overfulfilled their production
plans in honor of the holiday was next, and that
completed the news. Then came « musical hour.
A choir massed under Ceausescu’s poctrait sang a
long hymn in praise of the nation's leader. The
music was followed by a documentary film about
the achievements of the Romanian economy, which
consisted principally of clips showing the Ceauses-
cus snipping ribbons, inspecting dams and facto-
ries, and greeting happy workers, who were carry-
ing the official portraits.

The next day, cheers and chants and the

sound of marching feat awakened me shortly after

-3-
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dawn. From my hotel window I could see march-
ers in phalanxe; of several hundred moving through
the sireets below, and [ went downstairs to follow
them., The paraders, carrying icons and their
baniers, filed through sleepy, quiet neighborhoods
toward Strada Berzei, the starting point for the
parsde. Middle-aged men in tau suits escorted
them. Once in a while, ons of the escorts would
give a signal, and his group would practice a chant:
“Ceau-ses-cu, Er-o-ism! Ro-ma-ni-a, Com-mun-
ism{* Many groups wore costumes; thers were
girls in dlaphanous white dresses, dancers in color-
fully embroldered peasant clothes with cockaded
hats, and wiry young athletes in bright-red shirts,
red sweatpauts, and red caps. As the paraders
neared Strads Berzel, they bunched up, stopped,
and waited. Some draped their filmy red banners
on the curb or the pavement and sat on them, to
protect their costumes. Some ptopped themselves
against lampposts and smoked or chewed sunflower
soeds. Here and thers, a man in a suit walked
through a group with pen and paper, and wrote
down names. Parade participation was an obliga-
tion that rotated among the staff members of every
factory and office. The leaders of each workplace
Party cell designated the appropriate number of
marchers and made sure they attended.

At the head of the line, on Strada Berzei,
was a cordon of policemen. Behind them [ could
sce the military segment of the parade. Dark-green
tanks, mobile anti-aircraft guns, and trucks fitled
with troops walted on the cobblestones while en-
gines idled, filling the air with exhaust fumes. |
wanted to walk farther, to get ahead of the parade
and watch it go past, but the policemen stopped
me. Only people with special passes could stand
along the line of march, a policeman explained.
The parade, it turned out, was only three blocks
long, and went past a temporsry reviewing stand in
front of & museum under construction on Strada
Stirbei Voda. Only invited diplomats, selected
officials, and the Ceausascus watched it in person.
The rest of the nation could see it on television. |
turned around and headed back to my hotel. Along
the way, I passed a line of people at a sidewalk
table where someons was salling butter. It was the
only spontsaeous ccowd 1 saw that day.

On talevision, the parads made an impres-
sive spectacle. A military band, standing in forma-
tion across the avenue from the reviewing stand.
provided background music. Legions of chanting
workers marched past the cameras, thelr faces
almost obscured by the forast of Ceausescu por-
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tralts and banners., The girly in white dresses
pirouetted prettily, As they passed the reviewing
stand, the young men in the special red costumes
broke ranks and regrouped to spell "C-E-A-U-8-E.-
S:C-U" in precise block lstters. Then they formed
the Roman numenls -- "IX, X, X1, XIi, X1i1" --
that deslgnated the Party congressss over which
Cesusescu had presided, The camerss panned
often to the reviewing stand, where the Ceausescus
stood, smiling and waving -- she |n a white dress,
he in a dark suit. In contrast to the custom at
Soviet parades, where the Party leadership lines up
on top of the Lenin Mausoleum in polltical packing
order, the Ceaussscus stood In regal isolatlon.
There would be no pictures the next day that ana-
lysts might use to spot s potentisl successor.

When the last marcher had passed, soldlers
rolied out a red carpet from the reviswing stand to
the street. A single black car drove up, and the
Ceausescus walked to it, side by side. Atthe curb,
a dozen or so schoolchildren |n red neckerchiefs
lined up with bouquets of flowsrs in hand. One by
one, they stepped up 1o one or the other of the
Ceausescus and presanted their bouquets. Ceau-
sescu accepted them with practiced ease, taking a
bouquet in his right band, embracing the child with
his left, and kissing a proffered young chesk. As
he kissed, the right arm swung out towavd a aide,
standing just out of the camera's visw. The flow-
ers disappeared, the arm swuag back and Ceau-
sescu was ready to greet another youngster. The
ritual consumed but a moment or two, Then, with
a final smile and wave, the Ceaussscus got into the
back seat of the car and wers driven away. They
looked provd and happy.

Ceausescu professedto belleve that careful-
ly orchestrated ceramonies represented the sdula-
tion of s prosperous and grateful people. Twe
years ago, In a mesting with Joha C. Whitehead,
the Reagan Administration’s Deputy Secretary of
State, he complalned sbout an American newspaper
article that portrayed him a3 unpopular. “I'm
exirsmely popular,” he said. “I have evidence of
it every day. Every time I make a spesch, people
sise and applaud.® e also upbraided Whitshead
for & reference that Presidant Reagan had made to
Romania’s economic difficulties, and asked whether
the President knew thst Romanians’ per capita
income had been rising steadily for eight years.
Whitehead concluded that Ceaussscu must have
surrounded himself with sycophants who made up
statistics to pleass him.

Whether or not he truly belisved that his

people loved him, Ceausescu, a3 he aged, displayed
acute foars of poisoning and germs. He had radia-
tion detectors installed in kis offices and residenc-
es, and employed special bodyguards to taste all his
tood before he ate it. Immediately after duty
required him to shake the hand of « stranger, he
washed hls right hand In alcohiol. On a journalists’
tour of Ceausescu’s Bucharest residence after the
revolution, [ found among some papers strewn on
a coffes table in the entrance hali a document from
8 hosplial laboratory certifying that a case of cook-
Ing oll sent to the residence’s kitchen had been
tested and found fres of contaminants. A Bucha-
rest physician | spoke with told mu that all the
children who presented the Ceausescus with tlow: /
ers were selected in advance, sent to hospitais,
examined, and certified free of infection hefors
they were permitted to profer their chesks for his
kiss.

Ceausescu created a vast security apparatus
to protect his regime. It Is estimated that by the
end of the seventies thres million people -- out of
a total population of twenty-thres milllon -- worked
or informed for the Securitate. The Securitate
maintained a coilection of handwriting samples
from sixty per cent of the populstion. Anyone with
a typewriter had to register ic. Mall and telephones
were routinely monitored. As a result, anyone
tempted to send a letter to, say, Amnesty Interna-
tional had to assume he wouid be caught. An
unpublished law, Decres 408, required Romanians
to report to the police any contacts they had with
foreigners. A physician in the provincial city of
Medlas told me sbout some of the squipmant found
in the Securitate headquarters there aftar the revo-
lution. On ths ground floor was a bank of electron-
ic equipment that could tap, and record conversa-
tions from, any telepitons in the city. In the base.
ment was a chamber with an opersting wble, u
device for electroshock, and various Instruments
for torture, including needles and & vise. Ina bag
secreted (n a wall were flles listing the sexual
speciaities of several dozen womnen, who wers
being blackmailed and forced to ensnare others.
Until Decamber, the vast majority of the Romanian
people feared the Securitate and submitted weakly
to its control,

A handful rf people did not. But the
regime had a method -~ similar to the South Afri-
can practlce of banning -- of silencing people with-
out creating the kinds of martyrs to human rights
that might have atiracted condemnatlon from out:
side the country. [n the fall of 1988, Silviu Bru.
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can, a seventy-two-year-old Communist who had
once edited the Party newapaper, composed a letter
criticizing nearly every aspect of Ceausescu's rule;
operating quictly and secretly, he got flve other
aging former members of the elite to agree to its
contents and managed to smuggle a copy out of the
country, and it was published early in 1989. After
interrogating Brucan, the Securitate forced him to
move to a two-room cottage in the village of Da-
maroaia, outside Bucharest. Pollce ersctsd a spot-
light to illuminate his doorway day and night, and
prevented him from recelving visitors cr leaving
the village.

Occasionully, foreiga Journalists wouid
manage to meet and interview dissldents. In early
1989, a poet named Mircea Dinescu told a reporter
for Liberation that God had turned his face away
from Romania. The Party expelled him, and he
lost his job on the editorial boazd of a literary
magazine, Securitate agents showed up on the
strest in front of his house and stood guard, putting
him under the same kind of houss arreat that Bru-
can suffered. Last August, [ called on a dlssident
physicist named Gabriel Andrsescu at his apartment
in southern Bucharast. For eight years, Andreescu
had quletly struggled against the regime, principaily
by smuggling out letters and essays of protest to
Waestern human-rights groups. For almos! as long,
the regime had tried to intimidats him. He had
spent a month in prison in 1988, and the police had
recently threatened to commit him to a mental insti-
tution unless he emigrated or abandoned his politi-
cul activities. [ dropped in on him uninvited, and
he hesitated before agreeing to an interview. Once
committed, howsver, he responded in sarnest when
[ asked why Romania, in contrast to countries iike
Poland and Hungary, had never developed more
than an atomized dissident movement. Partly, he
said, it was the country's history &nd tradition; its
people had been conditioned to submit during the
centuries of Ottoman rule, and neither the pre-
Communist Romaaian aristocracy uor the Commu-
nist regime had done much to change that. And
partly, he went on, it was the sfficiency of the
Securitate. Ne Communist country had developed
a dissident movement under coaditions of unbridied
Stalinism. As if to demonstrate the veracity of the
latter point, Securitate agents arrested me as [ left
Andreescu's apartment, and expslled me from the
country within hours. They summoned Andreescu
for several days of interrogation, and after he
refused once again to emigrats they exiled him to
a smail town cailed Buzav, wherc no foreigners

were likely to encounter him,

A poet named Dan Desllu had left Roma.
nia in 1987 to live in Canada with his wife, a
planist who had defected during a foreign tour.
Then he decided that in the years left to him he
wanted to oppose the regime in his native country.
Desliu, who was then sixty-one, returned to Bucha-
rest In 1988 and got an open letter pubiished
abroad in the spring of 1989. He suffered three
months of house arrest. Thereafter, the Securitate
summoned him periodically for further interroga-
tion and intimidation. At the last of these sessions,
on December 12th, his interrogator mocked the
country's handful of dissidents. “Can't you see
that in our country everything is silent?” the inter-
rogator asked. “Nothing is moving and nothing
will ever move."”

On Sunday, December 1 7th, after two days
of rioting in Timisoars, Ceauzescu convened a
meeting of the Political Executive Committee of the
Romanian Communist Party. According to a tran-
script that was published some three weeks later by
the newspaper Romania Libera, there was a tele-
communications hookup from the meeting room in
Bucharest to remote sites where some of his gener-
als and security men were monitoring events. In
the transcript, Ceausescu demandec’ to know why
the military hed yet to open fire on the Timisoara
demonstrators, "Why dida't they shoot?" he asked
Defense Minister Vasile Milea. "They shouid have
shot to put them oa the ground, to warn them --
shot them in the legs." Apparently addressing his
own commanders on the scene, Ceausescu said,
“Everybody who doesa't submit to the soldiers --
['ve given the otder to shoot. They'll get a warn-
ing, and If they doa't submit, they'll have to be
shot. It waxs a mistake to turn the other cheek....In
an hour, order should bs reestablished in Timi-
soara."

Ceausescu left shortly afterward for a
previously planned thres-day visit to Iran, apparent-
iy unaware of how fragils his situation had be-
come. His suppott in the Romanian army had been
eroding for years,

But the reglme had other forces at its
disposal «« troops of the Ministry of the Interior,
and Securitats agents trained for combat. On
Sund.sy, December 17th, thousands of Timisoara
demonstrators moved through the city. Many
broke into bookatores, tore apart displays of books
by and about the Ceausescus, and set them afire on
the pavement. A large group gathered outside the
gray granite Communist Party headquarters, on the
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broad Boulevard of August 23rd. The Prime Min-
ister, Constantin Dascalescu, who had been sent
from Bucharest to restore order, appeared on a
balcony along with the local Party leader, and both
officials told the crowd to go home. ‘The crowd
booed, and more cries of "Down with Ceausescu!”
rang out. The officials withdrew, and the demoa-
stators, emboldened, broke into the building, tore
portraits of Ceausescu from the walls, and hurled
them through the windows. They broke into a
storeroom and found cases of such delicacies as
coffee and salaml, which the party had been hoard-
ing. These were libsrated. A flre truck came to
the scene, presumably to disperss the crowd by
spraying It with fire hoses. The crowd seized the
truck and burned it. At that point, according to
Sandor Blcsok, armed men in civilian ciothes
opened fire; he presumed that they were Securitate
agents.

The shooting spread to other quarters of
the clty on Sunday night, in what Timisoarans
came 1o call "the massacre.” Exactly how many
people dled will never be known. Some witnesses
said that Securitate agents in trucks picked up
bodiss and hauled them away to prevent a complete
count. The city hospital, I was told, counted a
hundred and ten dead before its list of victims was
confiscated by the Securitate. However, reports
that thousands of peopie died in Timisoara, and
tens of thousands in the rest of the country in the
ensulng week, were doubtless exaggerated, by
people who could not believe that a regime so
feared could fall without taking an enormous
amount of victims with {t. A month after the
events, the n™w government announced 8 revised
national count of six hundred and elghty-nine dead
-- & figure that sseras creditable.

The confrontatlon In Timlsoars contlnued
for three more daya, with government forces either
unable or unwililag to kill enough of the city's
thres hundred and fifty thousand peaple to end the
uprising. CGradually, power began to swing to ihe
demonstrators. On December 20th, the rebeilion
gained control of one of the city’s largest factories,
a pelrochemical plant called Solventul, and threat-
ened to burn it down unless all prisonars in the city
Jail wers released. The Securitate let the prisoners
§0. More important, the rest of Romania began to
hear about the events in Timisoars. Most people in
Bucharest told me that they had first learned sbout
what was going on by listening to the BBC or
Radio Free Europe on December 18th, Some of the
Timisoarans themseives, afraid that they would be
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isolated and crushed if their revolt failed to spread,
began telling friends about it in carefully veiled
phone calls: “There is a big storm, and the sky is
red.”

Ceausescu returned to Bucharest oo De-
cember 20th, and immediately addressed the nation
on television. Anyone who expected him to be
conciliatory was disappointed. He called the Timi-
soara demonstrators “a few group(s) of hooligan
elements,” and said, "On the basis of data available
so far, one can say with full convliction that these
actions of a terrorist nature were organized and
unleashed in close connection with reactionary,
imperialist, irredentlst, ckauvinist circles, and
foreign esplonage services |n various foreign coun-
tries.” He scheduied a demonstration of support
for the regime the followlng day, in the square in
front of the Central Committes building. The
Party apparatus got to work organizing a crowd
and handing out the usual banners and portralts.

As the rally began, it appeared that the
regime would otice agaln be able to demonstrate
that the people were, if not loyal, at least docile.
Ceausescu, wearing a black fur hat, stapped out
onto the second-story balcony. Mrs. Cesusescu
and members of the Political Executive Committee
flanked fiim. A crowd of several thousand people
had assembled, under a thickst of banners and
portraits. “To begin with, | would like to extend
to you...warm revolutionary grestings," Ceausescu
sald, with unintended Irony. Chesrs and chants of
"Cuausescu! Romanial” answered him.

A lamppost wobbled, and its larap fell to
the ground, shatiering with a loud crash. The
woman standing next to it shrieked. Immediately,
the people around her assumed (hat she had been
shot by the Securitate. Someone shouted "Timi.
soara! Timisoaral™ to suggest that another massacre
had begun. Some young peopls at the edge of the
crowd chose that moment to unfurl a homemade
banner they had secretly been carrying: "DOWN
WITH CEAUSESCU." Other peopie began to run
away.

! The noise and confusion seemed to startle
Ceausescu. He stopped speaking and waved his
arms. "What! No, no...Hello, hello,” he said,
apparently thinking that something was wrong with
the microphone. He looked, for a moment, old,
bewildered, and vulnerable. Mrs, Ceausescu
stepped to the microphone and called for silence.
The confusion lasted for three minutes, during
which Romanian television interrupted the broad-
cast and played s patriotic song. Then Ceausescu
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resumed his speech, which offered to raise pensions
and the minimum wage. There were even s few
obedient cheers and chaats from the froat of the
crowd. But the damugs to the regime had been
done. The shrieks and the confusion, combined
with the interruption of the broadcast, bad pro-
duced a moment of weakness, and that, in tu:n,
had punctured irreparably the notion that the people
of Bucharest would once again submit weakly to
Ceausescus’ rule,

The ceater of the turmoii was the universi-
ty, a few blocks from the Central Committee build-
ing. There was ironic justice in this. In 1968,
Ceausescu had, decided that Romania needed a
bigger population to fulfill his plans, and had is-
sued a decree banning abortions. For a few years,
the birth rate in the couatry shot up, until women
found alternative, aibeit often crude and dangerous,
forms of birth control. The children born in the
late sixties and early seventies were called *decree
babies,"” and, because nothing else in society ex-
panded with the birth rate, they had always been
particularly deprived. Thers wers never snough
shoes, or toys, or classroom space for them.
Decree babies at the university made up a good
part of the crowd in the strests of the capital that
day, and decree babies were the Army conscripts
on whom the fate of Ceausescu now depended.

The regime responded hesitantly and inef-
fectually to the turmoil in the streets. Around the
country, the Securitate rounded up dissidents but
not all, Tanks and armored personnel carriers
patrolled the streets out did not control them,
Some soldiers received orders to fire, and shot into
the air. Others, possibly Securitate agents, wound-
ed and killed demonstrators. Some fired tear gas.
Some used fire hoses to try to disj.erse the crowds.
But the regime’s ability to intimidste had vanished,
perhaps because of Ceausescu's display of weak-
ness, because of the people’s knowledge of what
had happened elsewhere In Eastera Europe, and
because of an exhilarating sense that Romanians
were finally standiag up and asserting themselves
after decades of humi'iatlon.

Ceausescu’s downfull came the next morn-
ing. He made a fnal effort to speak to the angry
crowds from the balcony of the Central Committee
building. The people booed and, according to one
witness, threw things at him Including potatoss and
shoes. He retreated inside the building and again
ordered the Army to fire on the crowds. What
happened next was that the Minister of Defonse,
Vaslis Miiea, was shot. His death was announced
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as a traitor’s suicide, and a later account by the
military confirmed that Milea had shot himself
rather than carry out his orders. Many Romanians
nevertheless believed that Ceausescu had ordered
Milea’s summary execaticn. However it occurred,
Milea's de-a did not bend the Army to Ceauses-
cu's will. By that time, many of the soldiers and
junior officers had defected to the crowds in the
streets, A crowd surged against the Central Com-
mittee building and began to break in. Coausescu.
his wife, and some of his entourage went to a
landing pad on the roof, squeezed into a helicopter,
and fled the city.

At the Central Committee building, mean-
while, power scemingly lay for 8 moment on the
littered floor, available to whoever had the wit and
determination to grab it. I spoke with a witness to
all of the events in the building, Valentin Gabriel-
escu, who had been an officer in the Romanian
Army during the Second World War and afterward
had joined the National Peasants’ Party. He was in
the square when Cuausescu’s helicopter took off,
and he entared the bullding s few minutes fater. In
the confusion, Gabrielescu recalled, no one sesmed
to be In charge. Prime Minister Dascalescu came
out ofito the balcony snd sannaunced that Ceauses-
cu's govsrnment had been dismlsssd. According to
& later newspaper account, there was a short-fived
«ffort by a sasmber of Ceausescu’s Political Execu-
tive Bourd, llle Verdet, to form & successor gov-
ernment.  Aboul an hour later, lon Jliescu ar-
rived. ..
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NEW MASKS, OLD FACES

By Viadimir Tismaneany

evolutions tend to be drawn in black and white.

The revolutionsries, naturally enough, tend to

romanticize their rebellion’s roots, to idealize

their victory, and t0 demoaite their enemies.
This alone does not make the revolutionaries liars or
their revolutions illegitimate. A stylization of history
can be essentially true without true to every de-
tail. But it also can be essentially , and that is the
danger looming in Romania today: that the lineaments
of revolutionary change will be used to disguise ideo-
logical continuity.

Questions about what is true and flse in the story of
Romania’s revalution begin with the execution of the
Ceausescus. As the story is told, Nicolae and Elena
Cesuseicu fled Bucharest by helicopter just after noon
on December 23. They were captured by the army later
that day. The new gavernment, facing (lerce resistance
from pro-Ceausescu forces, felt it could not risk a fair
{and inevitablv prolonged) irial. As leng as the dictator
and his wife remained alive, \heir follewers might some-
how manage to spring them and use them as a nallving
point. Hence the quick Christmas executions, a mere
acceleration of a certain conclusion. Of course it would
have been gratifying to see the Cesusescus on trial,
Nuremberg-fashion, their crimes detailed bafore the
world. But circumstances in Bucharest, the new leaders
claimed, were toa volatile to allow such an approach,

Many Romanian intellectuals think the best solution
would have been to skip & trial, with its predetermined
outcome, and simply kill the Cesussscus on the spot.
Why offer them a chance to defend themselves against
the irrefutabie? Moreaver, sa the tape of the trial shows,
theirs was a tnai in name anly. The laces of the prosecu-
tors remain invisible, their names secret, In this sense
Romania's new ieaders chase the worst of ail alierna.
tived: tyrannicide preteriding to be law. By attempling
to keap the revalution pure, they sullied it.

Such, at any rate, are the various versions of the
accepted story. But could there have been more to the
repme’'s action? Did those whe srdered Ceausescu
VLADIMIR TIBMANEANU, a resident schoiar at the For-
eign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia, lefs Ro-
mania in 1981, He is now completing 8 history of Roma-
nan communism.

killed have a personal interest in his quick and private
death? Who are these people who consutute the new
regime? And are thev using the myth of revoluuonarv
justice and military expediency to hide other motives?
To answer these questions, we must undersiand the
nature of the revolutionary upheaval in Romania, On
the one hand, there was undoubtedly a spontaneous
revolt from befow, the first 1uccessful plebsisn revolu.
tion in the Soviet erapire. On the other hand, it seems,
there did enist an {ntra-Party conspiracy. lung prepared
by disenchanied cadres from the government and the
military buresucracies. This movement was directed
narrowly st the Ceausescus and their camanils, The
Party bureaiazuts, inspived by Mikhail Gorbackev's re-
form from abwve, wanted 1o humanise socialism, not
replace it. By cantrust, the grass-roats activists, particu-
lariy the student lesders, wanted to dismantle the Com.
munist order and establith a Western-style democracy.
At the moment, judging from the camposition of the
Council of the National Salvation Front now in control.
the Party faction seems to be winning out. Its president.
loni lliescu, is a tensoned Party apparatchik. Bom to a
longtime Communist family, he studied in Moscow 1n
the esrly 19509, where he socialized with Gorbachev.
then a Komsomol leader at Moscow University. In 1956,
as chairman of the Romanian Studenta’ Association,
Hiescu participsted in repressive campaigns against stu-
dents who expressed their sclidarity with the Hungarian
revolution, Later he became the leader of the Romanian
Communist Youth Union (UTC) and ingratiated him-
self with Ceausescu to the extent that in early 1971 he
became the Party secretary in charge of ideology. True.
he refuted to abide all of Ceausescu’s whims and was
gradually marginatized. But his patticipation in Party ac-
tivities continued, At the 12th Congress of the Roma-
nian Commumist Party in 1979, lliescu was elected a
member of the Central Committee, serving as chuef of
the Party organization in Iasi. In the 19808 he was ap-
pointed chaieman of the Stat¢ Committee for Waters
and later director of the Technical Publishing House in
Bucharest. Until December 22, 1989, lliescu did not
make anv public disavowsl of the regime or its leader.
The National Salvation Front chose Virgil Magureanu
to read its first communiqué on Romanian television
Magureanu is a professor a1 the Party academv wha tor
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the past | 8 vears has caught scientilfle socialism, which in
Romania meant Ceausescu Thought. The secretary of
the NSF Council is Martian Dan, liescu’s short-lived
successor as head of the UTC and farmer propagsnds
boss of the Bucharesst Communist Panty organtzation.
His area of expertise is also ocientific socialism.

The first deputy chairman of the N8F Council is Du-
mitru Mazilu, who in the 10704 served a3 the command-
er of the secunty police school in Banesss, a township
just outside Bucharest. Mazilu held the rank of a Secun.
tate colonel and was one of Ceausescu’s speechwriters
for more than & decade. He broke with the dictatorship
two vears zgo. when he smuggied out of Romania a re-
port for the United Nations Youth Commission on hu.
man nghts violations. Placed under house arvest, Manilu
resurfaced immediately after Ceausescu’s escape from
Bucharest on December 22. On Janussy 12 Mazilu was
acclaimed by a Bucharest mob as he histrionically
chanted. "‘Death to Communism.” On January 13 the

. same time formeriy forbidden video» unmin the fact that the same peo-
tapes of Tina Turner and Michael ple
Jackson were introduced. On Decem-  of the Cupu:::.m are now eagetly

Street Theater
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newipaper Romdnia Libers published Marilu's true biog.
rephy, including his ten2brous links with the hated Se.
cuntate. Priends of mine who have formed the pro.
Western, pluralistic Group for Social Dislogue indicace
that many Romanians have misgivings about Mazlu's
“Ronspaitit” ambitions. Indeed, some intellectuals
wonder whewser his hysterical performance befare the
mob was 2 sign of mental illness, or simply a continua.
tion of his role as a provocateur in Securitate.

The chairman of the commission dealing with incer.
national relacions is Silviu Brucan, a Panty veteran
whose dissident record indicates Gorbachevite sympa-
thies. In the 1950s Brucan served as *he acting editor of
Scnina, the Communist Party’s official dailv. In the
1970s. with Ceausescu’s permission, he published a
number of books in the United States (by Praeger Pub.
lishers in New York), in which. not surprisinglv. he
refrained from any criticism of the regime’s abvasmal
human rights record. Even in his lacest book, Worid
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1 5582 ¢ Cracwn, na mai ¢
; acdun’' went the chamt.

“Today 15 Chrisumas,
the madman’s gone.”

The fighting was over in most of
the cuy by che filth day of the revokse
uon. The Palace Square in from of
the former Central Commities budld-
ing smalled of wet sabes from
bumed-out buildings. The tnks still
had cheir engines running, but the
soldiers, in helmets and long heavy
coats remimscent of World War I,
were carelessiv walking around ac-

cepting food and cigarettes from the
. people. [n the sireets and squares

thin orange candles stuck in piocss

! of bresd burmed 10 commemorsie

the dead. a Romanian (radition.

On dav six. almost overnigiu, the
task of rebuwilding began. In the town
center teams of architects assessed
the dzmage. Trucks took awsy cars
flaciened by charging tanks, Window
glass was replaced. returned
19 houses they had evacusied under
fire: white flags will hung sheve the
doorsceps.

Insude the TV studiee, the Natien-
al Sal. Juon Front breadeast

for calm, declarntions of

mesiages of suppen from all aver
the country and from shresd, and
reasiarances shaut the cly's Up wee
:,cr (.uzt wes nat ‘c‘u\uﬂmt.
roadeasts. at first sponisnseus,
even chasiic. quickly tonk thape.
The massages of supparn geve way ta
communiqués snd decrees. Al the

ber 28 came the first full-length film: dmo«nalz vicious tyramt.
The Great Dictator {1940), with Chartie For the first two weehs afier the

Chaplin playing the merciiess rulsy
of a counury called Tomanis.

The news also changed dra-
matically—it only because the “*he”
whose speeches and schedule wed
10 accupy 80 percent of the news
hole was no more. Several new dai-
lies appeared. such as the evening
Libertasos and Tineretul Libew (Free
Youth). Remdna Libeva didn't bother
10 change its already apt title, but i
took ofl the logo “Workers of the
Worid, Unite” and swarted trying (0
live up to its name.

The previous Communist Party
organ Sanins (Spark) underwens a
strange mutation. In the firss days of
the fighting the word ' Pegeruln’” (of
the people) was added 10 the title;
then the whole thing was changed to
Adoveryl, which means wruth. There
is a elling Precmm to this muta-
tion: Lenin's first newspaper was
called Iskre (Spark). later to be re-
named Mevde (Truth).

Adovarui 1» l::' a wnop:olmal
independent dady.” Some 90 per-
com of its editors are from Somine,
anditis uced in the “Case Scin-
teia,” o frightful Swalimu wedding-
cake of o building n the stvle of Mos-
cow Univermy. irw Tinw, now
deputy sditor, told me that “there is
no conunuation betwesn the iwe
papers. "The overtealous ¢ L,
of Ceausescy umply 1t conung
te work. but the majoruy of us

revolution, (he newspeper’s siien-
ton was divided between reprodu.
ing the decrees, and agen-
das of the National Salvation Fromt

{in perfectly wooden ):
pﬁm frenerly fwm
als (texs of the Helsinki agreements.
basic facts about Amnesty [nemna-
tional, instaliments from Red Hen-
zons, 3 book by a Securitate defec-
tor); and denouncing the Cesusescu
clan (2 half-page reproduction of
Elena’s when she was ten
years old showing that she failed ev-
ery subject but music, sporu, and
manual work: a huge documsen from
Caausescu’s son’s di s PURETOUS
photographs of Nicolae's sumptuous
palaces),

Trying (0 make sense of political
life by following the press was con-
fusing. Take the formavon of the
new government: the names of the
prime minister, his deputy, and the
e days before the pubemaon of
nine days before : ofa
decree-law of the National Salvation
Front Council that siated: “Roma-
nia’s government io 1ot up a¢ the su:

rreme body of state sdmnisiraiion.”

aw supreme it is was explained (n
the decree: the council 3ppownts the
prime minister. who then proposes
the Cabines thas hag (0 be approved
by the council. Oh ves, and ali deci-
nons of the government can be an-
nulled by the From if they are con-
ndered “contrary o the mterests of

saved,” he 1aid. He saw nothing
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Sonalum at the Cressroads (1987), Brucan did wot directly
challenge the disastrous course of Romanian commu-
msm. His official break with Cesusescu accurred in
November 1987. when he issued a waming aguinst the
use of violence to stop working-class unrest m Brasov.
Later, in March 1989, he was instrumental in convinc.
ing five other Partv veterans to sign a leiter condemn-
ing the president’s economic and social policies.

The foreign cunister, Sergiu Celac, was unul (978
Ceausescu’s personal interpreter for Russian and En-
glish. a position that was the equivalent of a divectonal
office in the Ministrv of Foreign Affairs. Celac—3 per-
sonal friend not only of the new president but also of
Stefan Andrei. Ceausescu’s long-time foreign minister
and until the revolution one of the dictator's closest
associates-=kept a low profile as an editor of the Scien-
tific Publishing House in Burharest.

As for the new prime minister. the 43.year-old Petre

communism. Born W 8 high-ranking nemeiiaiurs am.
iy, he is ihe son of dhe Late Vaiter Roman. a Spamsh
Civil War and Cominaem veteran who. until his death in
1983, was a member of Cesusescu's Central Commicies
and the director of e Communist Party's publishing
house. Petre Roman, who got his Ph.D. from the Un-
versity of Toulouse ia France, is a profestor of hvdrsu.
lic engineering at tve Polytechnical Institute in Bucha.
rest. Uneil December he was an uncruical member of
the Romanian Comsmumist Party.

That any one of dese former apparaichiks wnd
technocrats should uy to reium to Pomania’s post.
revolutionary government is perhaps understandable.
But that this particular group should come back joimly,
to such high positions, is wormsome. Celac and Roman
graduated from the same elice Russian high school in
Bucharest. and the years visited frequendy
with both [liescu and Brucan. All of these men have

Q, Yes. but there was no agree.
ment made. Some people just found
themselves in the TV studio and be-
came members of the Front. in an ad
hoc wav.

A. Yes. it's an ad hoc body. but we

did it. That's our legriimacy, thai we

did st.

Q Does the fact that vou fougiu
sgainst a dictator by itself give you
legiumacy?

A. Oh veu. the fact that we ware
the onlv ones who deposed Ceauses.
cu gives us legitimacy. We could
have taken advantage of that. We
didn’t have to kave elections.

Q, But 30u savd vourseil that the
vouth. the students. demanded eloc.
uons. You have to respect cheir will,

A. Weil, we could reach an agres.
ment with them . ..

Q, But then you would not govern
as a lepumate government. you
would remain provisions) . . .

A. Well. we could manage if we
wanied. with such popular measures

ing, the Front's headquarters. They
cnll'ald. “Down with commumnismi™
*Deonth for desth!” *‘Who elecied
thom)®” “What ts the Front hiding?"
And; “Down with Brucani*’ The
demonstrution went vn for more
than 18 hours. which is very impres.
sive in reeting weather and in 2
coumry wheve for decades there wog
not & umgie unofficial public

That gvening the prevident of the
Froma, Sou Ihiescu. the firn deputy
chairman. Dumiru Maztlu, and the
prime minisier. Petce Roman, (ned
to have & dislogue with the crowd
while sanding on a tank outcide the
minisiey. fliescu was asked to explain
bie acuivity during the past five vaan
(which he did); Maniu was asked the
some (which he didn 1.

Lotz &t might the three man ep-
pened in the window of the mimisery
and snmeunced concessions to the
demenstraiors by issuing three de-
crees: calling s national referendum

the |8-hour-old decree that out-
lawed the Communist Partv. (lis fate
is t0 be decided by a national refer-
@

In early December Comeliu Bog-
dan. whe had been ambassador to
the United Staten from 1967 to '77.
returned ta Romania after a fellow.
ship at the Smichsonian Instituticn’s
Wiison Center. In late December he
tooh offiee as deputy foreign minn-
ter. bud diad of o heart atack dave
{awes. io 2 menting shortly before hus
death, | ssked him the same question
that | pus to Brucan asbous the Front
and s system of checks and balances.
Without hesiiating. be said that the
waichdeg it the dtreet. He didn't
know hew queckly evinis would con.
firm his wotds.

ANNA HUsARSKA
Anns Haserska is a foreign editor at

the Polish indapendent daly Gete
Wybsrras.
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Roman is a symbol of the “new look” of Romanian | belonged to an informal discussion group on the impect
the Romanisn people.” a1 fond, hesting. elecwricity. Those ON reintyes the desth penaity,
The obvious next question is the  are much MOTe PErsuasive argu. which the Front had abolished (vo
lepumacy of the Fronc useif. Inan  ments than this bind of democratic  weeks enrlier; outlawing the Commu.
inverview with Silviu Brucan. a lesd-  plurliam. We won becsuse we want  nint Parey; and forming & spocial
ng ember of the council and émun-  real democrscy, and we want it be: commission (0 deal with complaints
ence gnse of the new regime. [ asked  cause w 2 modemn society there 1s N0 of those whe sulfered under the
about the mechanisms inside the other way. Ceauveenru dictaiorship.
Front that will prevent it from tum- The aaxt day's press reaction was
ing into another dictatorship. the first sign that not all is quiet on
A_ The onlv guarantee | can think week afier Brucan the From . Romdma Libere
of is the development of pluralism s to me about the  sirongly accweed Mazilu of manipu-
inside the Front and outssde the ront’s leppumacy, the lating e crowd and ashed that he
Front. :dcunwm On Frnday, Janvary 12, siep dowa. That same evening dur.
Q. But vou are the ones who are a nations] day of mouming  ing & TV broadcast the three men
seuing the rules of the game. by the frent. some 3.000 people from the Lak declared almost in uni.
A. That's the product of the dewmonstrated in Bucharest outtide son that they should not have given
revolution, the Mimistry of Faceign Alfairs build-  1n (0 the crowd. and they annulled
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of the scientific revolution on contemparary socialism,
run by Roman's father and by Mihai Drsganescy, a
Partv technocrat who is now the deputy prime minister.

In one of lliescu’s first interviews, he went out of
huis wav on French television to distingwish the Roma-
nian revolution from the other movemaats in Eastern
Europe. Romama's. he said. was a spostaneous anti-
dictatorial outburst, involving no Party laction or plot.
But then a videotape was smuggled omt of Romania
and broadcast on French TV. Clandestinely filmed
during the first NSF Council meeting, & showed the
new defense minister. Col. Gen. Nicolae Militaru—a
man with well-known pro-Soviet leanings—mentioning
the existence of this organization for the past six
months. When confronted with this emhasrassing doc-
ument. the usually soft-spoken Petre Roman lost his
temper and accused the foreign media of slandenng
the new regime.

But whv should these people refuse » acknowledge
that a conspiracy existed? Would that not establish their
revolutionary bona fides? Why do they need the mvth of
an unorganized revoit? The likely answer is that they
need anti-Communist camouflage. If they admit that a
Partv plot existed, then their sudden nce at the
balconv of the well-guarded Central Commitiee build-
ing in Bucharest’s Palace Square on December 22,
1989, might begin to look more like a pre-emptive Party
coup against the people’s revoluiion than the fulfill-
ment of that revolution.

The compasition of their NSF Counal might come
under greater scrutiny as well, with Romanians object-
ing that former apparatchiks hold most of the key posi-
uons while true opponents of the Communist regime
have been assigned to largely ceremonial posts. And,
finallv. Ceausescu’s execution might sppesr not only as
a tvrannicide but also as 2 method of sllencing him.

confess | have a personal reason for believing in
this darker version of Romania’s revolution. In
1980 | was walking in 2 Bucharem park with a
professor from the Party acadensy, a2 man now
closelv linked to the ruling team. Assuming a confiden-
ual voice. he whispered to me: *We are s group that will
soon get rid of the Ceausescu tribe.” Atdhe time, know-
ing the man and his institution, [ a provoca-
uon. But apparently he was telling the suth. There did
exitt a group who wished to supplant the ruling tvrant
and establish their own oligarchy. They did not want to
topple state tocislism, only to retionalise it. As practi-
uonert of realpolitik, they walked the Byzantine corn.
dors of power, cultivated the narcissistic ego of the
general secretary, and waited (or their hour (o come.
Now it has come. They leftit 1o the students, the work-
ers, the soldiers, and the millions of oher Romanians
wha took to the streets iast December % put an end to
the Ceausescus. Then, at a critical moment, Iliescu and
his associates climbed the crest of ihe historical wave.
No wander true Romanian revolutionanies have begun
to question their leaders’ democratic pretastations.
Nor s the return of old faces and old voices a phe:

—

nomenon limited to the top leadership. | have known
Comeliv Vadim Tudor since we were sociology stu.
dents in Bucharet. | have also known him as the official
minstrel of the Casusescu coun, specialiting in well.
paid hosannas. And | have known him as the author of
several scummilous anti-Semitic versifications and racist
pamphlets. Then, on December 21, Tudor sent abroad
a funous anu-Cesusescu manifesto, denouncing his for-
mer ido! for being '‘the most bloodthirst criminal in
Romanian history, a monster worse than Stalin and
Hitler—-a Balkanic Caligula.” Moreover, Tudor argued,
the massacre in Tlmisoara convincec him that “it was
not the Russians, the Hungarians, and the Jews who
were threatening Romania, * but the bloodthiraty tyrame
whom he had so lavishiy praised only several years ago.

Similar views have been voiced by other ersiwhile
bootlickers. Mihmes Gheorghiu, who served as pres:-
dent of the Academy of Social and Political Sciences.
appeared on Romanian television 1o express his disgust
with Ceausescu’s “primitive obscurantism.” Constanuin
Bostina, Cessiaeseu’s former chief of staff, was ap-
pointed by the new ragyme to be deputy minister of the
economy and lost his job only under pressure from the
student movement. The list of chese sunshine patriots
could be continued ad nauseam.

In all faimess 1o the new regime, one should men-
tion that it includes genuine dissidents, such as the art
historian Andrei Plesu and the literary critic Mihai
Sona, appointed ministers of culture and education,
respectively. The Suste Committee for Radio and Tele-
vision is headed by the dissident writer Aurel Dragos
Munteanu (although plenty of holdovers are suill serv-
ing on its stafl),

Yet no crucial ministry has vet been assigned to some-
one who really oppused the dictatorship. It is urue that
given the ubiquity of Ceausescu's cult, one could not find
a large contingent of suitable officials untainted by col-
labarationism. But a suflicient number could be found.
Some examples should suffice: the electronics engineer
Radu Filipescu, who was arrested in the esrly 1980s for
distribution of anai-Ceausescu leaflets; the literasy cninic
Dan Pzirascu, one of the most courngeous opponernts of
the regime: the saciologist Alin Teodorescu, who dared
tocnucize the anti-Hungarian policiesunder Ceausescu.
the economist lon Blaga, who in the 1970s refused (o
serve as the president’s economic adviser. In any case 3
sense of decency should prevent those who participated
directly in the ideclogical orgies of Ceauscscuism trom
postunng as long-lime resistance fighters.

Apart from one's sense of revulsion, though, does it
matter? In its initial stateinent, the NSF pledged to be o
transitional government. with no precense of monopo-
lizing political power. Unforunately, Silviu Brucan has
now announced the NSF's intention to present is own
candidates in the April elections. Brucan, who has
emerged as the most articulate of Romania’s new lead-
ere. sad 1n an interview with the Finanaal Times
London on December 29 that he did not see anv reas: n
for the NSF not to enjov the benefits of its revolution. s
victorv. But leaders of the newly formed opposii.

10 The Niv RIR MK Possuany 8. 10009

~ IESTCOPY AVARLABLY




groups—among them the Democratic Party, the Liber-
als. and the National Peasants-—have already expressed
their concern that these benefits include the NSF's
attempt to set up its cells at workplaces. and thus con-
solidate its current pre-eminence.

Brucan has also denied that the NSF had any links with
the now defunct Romanian Communist Party, and has
praclaimed that communism is “irrelevant” in Romania.
Yet many Ramanians have noticed how. .egrouped with-
in the NSF's top leadership. Gorbachev's disciples are
revamping their Marxist creed. Knowing how much Ro-
manians execrate the Communist Party, these leaders
are strwving to rescue socialism by abandoning its Com-
munistimage. And they pursue the Bolshevik sirategy in

which they were schooled: control the media; fragment
and isolate the opposition; buy off the rest withpromises.

Can the West do anything to help prevent the Roma-
nian revolution from being hijscked? Certainly the
Western media thould become aware that chis is 2
danger, and strive to idenufv gemuine proponents of
democracy in Romania and momitor their struggie
against any who might subvert democracy. And pnvate
and public organizations should comtribute to the dem-
ocratic parties, as thev did to Solideritv, the advice and
wherewithal thac is needed to conduct a political cam-
paign. Today's Romanians have never known a free
election. The danger is that, deceived by cammunism's
“new face,” they never will. o

...................................................................................................................................................................................
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Romania

Protest by the Student League

On June 13, government forces broke up a three-
monih-long protest on University Squcre by those opposed
10 the National Salvation From. Fighting occurred be-
nveen demonstrators and police; shonly thereafter, vi-
olence engulfed the better part of Bucharest. In & televised
address the next day, Presideni lliescu called on the rin-
ers of the Jiu valley 10 come to Bucharest and reestabiish
order. When thay came, they unledihed & two-ddy reign
of tervor. Witk lists of names and addresses in hand, they
wens fooking for opposirionists and siudent activisis, beat-
ing up whomever they found. Before they returned home,
President lliescu thanked them at & special ceremony for
saving (he revolution.

The following protest, whick was published in the
June 20 issue of RomAnia Liberh, was addressed 0 the
parliamem, the president, and the governmens.

The student organizations that have signed this protest deny
that they were in any way responsible for triggering the acis
of violence which took place on june 13.

The student organizations have repestedly criticized vio-
lent behavior. They have firmly declared that all their actions
have been, are. and shall be peaceable. Democracy is incom-
patible with any display of violence, whether by isolated in-
dividuals, orgsnizations, or spontansously formed groups.
Moreaver, we herewith restaie our conviction that democrscy
is only possibie in a climate of legality, in which freedom of
speech.is guaranteed for evary shade of opinion. Any attempt
to limit tha free expression of opinions causes great harm to
the process of democratization in Romanis.

We sute our complete oppoasition ta the violent acts per-
petraied on June 13, 1990 against gavemment institutions. If
1015 established that students participated directly in those scts.
these persons can in no way be considersd representative of
our organizations.

The student organizations reaffirm their apalisical charac-
ter: they support no political party nor group engaged in the
struggle for political power. However, the studemts cannat be
idifferent 1o stiempts to stifle the opposition forces, for if the
opposition were to disappear, democracy itsslf, slong with the
very passibility of acting in sccordance with civic responsibil-
tties. would disappear also.

We therefore pratest the violation of the autonomy and
immunity of the universities by detachments of miners who,

on June 14, 1999, invaded the lor Mircu Architectural Inst-
tute, the University of Bucharest, the Medical and Pharmaceut-
ical Institute, and the March 6 umiversity compiex.

We protest the attacks on male and female studerts and
teaching staff.

We protest the secking of our classrooms, laboratorics.
“and adminsirative offices.

We protest the defilement and destruction of the libraries
of the Departmeni of Literature and the School of Architecture

We protest the confiscation of typewriters. photocopiers,
duplicating machines, and other equipment, documemts, and
valuables belonging to legally constituted student organizators.
The stolen items were either gifts from intemacnional organi-
2ations of the property of students and eaching staff.

We protest the acts of violesice perpetrated by the riners
in centain neighborhoods of Bucharest. Studenis and intellec-
tuals, who were the main victims of these acts, were viriually
hunted down.

We protest the unjustified detention of students by the min-
ers. in flagrant violation of the laws guarar:~eing freedom of
movement to individuals.

We protest the climate of terror this violence has created
1n the capital, a climase that jeopardizes fundamental demaocratic
and human rights.

We pratest the passivity of the police force, which failed
to protect instiiutions of highar learning, restrain sggressors.
and conduct inquinies st the scenes of crimes.

We protest the truncated coverage given by Romanian ra-
dio and relevision to the avanis of June 1315, 1990 in Bucharest

We protest the repeated presentation of the events of June
13 iwhich we condamn shove} in the absence of coverage of
the acis of violence perpetrsied by the miners on June 1415

in conclusion, we demand the formation of a parliamen
tary conutussion of inquiry to consist of representsiives of all
political parues present in parliarant. This comunsssion would
Jeiermiune-

¢ the sequence of events on June 13-13, 1990,

o those directly or indirecily responsible for the violence
commutted on those dates, concentrating on those acts
direcied against institutions of higher lesrming and stu-
dent organizations;

® the extent of the government’s responsibility for trig-

genng these everus and for failing to prevent the break-
down of public order.
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The commission would see to it that the final report,
in its entirety, is presented in the media.

Equipment confisceted by the miners on June 14, 1990

6 mechanical typewriters, 24 electric typewriters, 2 electronic
typewriters, | office calculator, 1 pocket calculator, 2 video
cameras. 3 video cassettes, 2 fax machines, 4 megaphones,
2 photocopiers, 2 duplicating machines, | video recorder,
| computer, | radio casseite player. 2 telex machines, | tape
recorder, 30 rolls of film. notebooks, adhesive tape. pencils,
felt-tipped pens, typawriter ribbons, cans of food.

This equipment came from donations inade to the Student
League by various intemational organizations and private in-
dividuals, and was in perfect working order.

Documents confisceted by the miners on June 14, 1990-
~ inventory of documents

~ file of international contacts

- telephone directory

= list of members of the League

= photocopies of legal documents.

We avow that — owing to the theft of the inventory —
the above list was compiled in the presence of witnesses. The
miners have refused to make a statem=nt in this matter

This list was drawn up by Mirela Moldovan and Basif Con-
stantinescu on June 1S, 1990. »

—
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HOMAGE TO GOLANIA

By Viadimir Tismaneany

BUCHARIST

[ went to Romanir on june 9 expecting to witness ssne -
unpleasantnger betv:een the gswermmest and thc oppa- -

sition. The sit-in staged by students, workers, and in-
tellectuals at University Square was approaching its
third month, and President lon Iliescu had not ds-
guised his apinions of dissidents, Pollowing hie alec-
tion on May 20, officisl ¢ of the Natmnal
Salvation Front embarked on a smesr campaign agaimst
independent inteilectuals and magesines. Leaders of
the opposition parties were accused of being on the
payroll of Western secret ievvices. Siudent lesdars—~
particularly the charismatic Marian Muntesnu. one of
the main orstors in University Square—were prrc-
terously charged with having served as members of the
Securitate during the Ceausascy regime. Siill, | never
could have anticipated the outburst of reactionary pep-
ulisme=indeed, a Stalinist-fascist orgy==| saw in Bucha.
rest between June 1S and june 15.

The sit-in began during the election campaigm, on
April 24. In the drsb world of Romania’s psewdo-
normalization (lliescu ran under the slogan ''s pyesic
dent for our peuce of mind"), University Square had
been a political bonfire of fantasy and inspiration. The
onginal purpose of the demonstration was tc demsnd
enactment of Point 8 of the “Proclamation of Timisos.
ra,” which proposed that “'the slectoral iaw prohlsic—
for the first three consecutive | b che right of
former Communist activists of former Securiiate
officers to run in electiona.” The demand was not met,
and the former Ccmmunists of the N8P recrived a land-
slide vote in the election. Conceding defeal, the mmjor
organizations that had participated in this “Comamne
of Bucharest’ maved out of the square, and by {un the
dwindling number of protesiers were asking for iz
more than allowing one independent television sumion.
But lliescu refused to negetiste with his critics, de-
nouncing tham as gelens==ruffians or tramps. (la re-
sponse, supporters of the demonsrators dubbed the
square Golania, the councry of the gelesi and the “first
tone free of neo-communism.") lliescu need only have
waited another week. The flickering anarchist fire i the
heart of Bucharest was almost extinguished.

Butat4a.m. on june 13 | was awakensd at my hossl by
Vasile Gogea, a philasopher and civic activist from Bra.
sov, whom [ had lefk an hour sarlier. He urged mc e go
out to the sireet! "“The civil war has started.” The air

smelled insufferably of disinfectant. Suddenly a group
of plainclothed individuals commanded us to stop.
Their arrogant, insulting behavior betrayed them as Se-
curitate men, and they ordered us to go back 1o the ho-
tel. In any case the road was blecked, and within minutes
police trucks asrived in the square to dismandle the tents
of the hunger strikers and the orm the demonsira.
tors had erected for spesches. Protesters were beaten up
and forcibly removed, and the hunger sinkers were
transported (o unidentified army hospitals.

This proved o be only the first stage. It wasn't long
before thousanda of incensad citisens, mostly students,
began demonstrating aguinst the government’s brutal
evacuation of the square. Mumteanu futilely implored
the cruwd v aveid violence. But there were apparentlv
erough planted provocatsurs (o keep the mob's collec-
tive wrath roiling. (During the namult pictures were tak-
en in which former Securitate officers can be seen
among the crowd.) As teenigars threw hundreds of Mo-
lotov cocktails st the Ministry of Internal Alfairs and the
Romanisn Service of Infermatien, the army made no ef-
fort to intervens. In a scene reminiscent of Kast Germa.
ny early this yeur, the mob sermed the former building
of the Becuritate, and a group of "“demonsirators” set
fire to the ninth floor—where the most sensitive files
were siored. This appalling y of colisctive delin-
um continued for the next twe days, a tervifying illustra-
tion of the nature of pawer in past-Ceausescu Romanu.

eausescu’s downfall was the result of two ele-

ments: & spontaneous, si-Communist, and pro-

Western social movement from below, and a

long-planned coup d'éat organized by a ccali-
tion of disenchanted Party sppara:chiks, top Secunitate
officials, snd some army genersis. [lisscu's rise to prom-
inence and the Front's hegemeny were not the resuit of
popular will but of die general confusion that followed
the collapse of the Ceausescu vegime. The ruling group
is made up of committed Lenimists, power-hungry tech-
nocraw, political sdventurers, and demagogues. includ-
ing some with criminal records. Add to this strange mix-
ure some ecsistic idealists and ambitious poliucal
icientiste, and you have a picture of the NsF pinnacle. |
had twa long conversations with the Front's acung
chairman, Nicolas §. Dumitre, a romantic Marxist con-
vinced that under his guidance the N§F would tum into a
"party of incorruptibies.” In 8 country where corrup-
tion, nepotism, and sordid istrigues are endemic. this
sounded almost pathetic. As dissident writer Donn Tu-
doran puis it, the interssts of the popular uprising and
the palace conspirscy were baund (3 collide.

Tb stay in pawer snd stabilies his government. lliescu
clearly scceptod a pact with the Becuritate and the armv.
two forces directly implicated in the Timisoars massa-
cras of December 1989: they would guarantes his pow-
¢r, in return for which he wauld snsure their sur nal.
Then. under pressure from helow, he intiated a parual
purge of the secrer police, The Secuniaie. howeter,
refused 1o sccept this humiliation and bovcotted the
demacruiic process by orgamising a senes uf prioaa-
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tions that came to a climax with the June uprising. It is
verv likely that its members exploited lliescu’s anguish-
es to prenpt him into irrational actions.

Instead of using the legal tools at his command, lliescu
appealed to an extralegal force, the coal miners, giving
them his presidential blessing to exert unbounded terror
in Bucharest on june 14 and 13. While the official media
were lambastung the opposition, the siudents, and the
intellectuals for their alleged “Iron Guard” affiliations
and lor being morally responsible for the violence, the
miners rampaged through the headquarters of the Na-
tional Peasant and Liberal parties, savagely beat up the
students, and ransacked the offices of independent
newspapers. | saw hem in full exercise of their mission,
together with their civilian *coordinators,” ing lists
of those who had dared to criticize the pna:im:'\l. the
prime minister, the N§F, and the official story abous the
Romanian revolution. According to Remems Libere, the
country's largest independent daily, among the miners
ane could identify active members of the Securitate and
of its so-called “‘special anti-terrorist units.”

In addition to the better-knawn targets of repression,
the regime used the miners 1o "cleanse” the Gypsy
neighborhoods. Unlike the other victims, Gypsies have
virtually no contact with the foreign media. According to
an independent intellectual association, the Group for
Social Dislogue, the government exploited a widespread
chauvinism to accuse the Gypsies of having been an in-
strument of the “fascist’ rebellion. After the pogroms
and deportations Gypsies suffered during World War 11,
they were now victimized in the name of anti-fascism.

1 was with some friends in the building of the Group
for Social Dialogue when the miners arrived, accompa-
nied by a delegate of the NsP-sponsored "Free Youth
Foundation,” the reincamation of Nicu Ceausescu’s
Communist Youth Union. The cnly Group member pre-
sent at the time was Gabriel Andreescu, a physicist and
human rights activist persecuted by the Ceausescu re-
gime. [t was only thanks to his persussive power that the
miners left without serving us the lesson they had already
administered 10 other designated victims of their *work-
ing-class justice,” as the Front propaganda described it.

On June 16 | visited Munteanu as the Emergency
Hospital. | found him smiling sioically, with a large
wooden crucifix on his chest, his leRt leg broken,
wounds on his skull, and macke of s menstrous whip-
ping on his back. To his right was a young boy, unable
to utter a word, completely smashed by torture. This
living corpse was Muntesnu's brother, whom the min."*|
ers had taken for che student leader and treated accord-
inglve=one of the many “ervors” in lliescu's search for
what he called an *‘original democracy”—that is, a non-
Westerni, non-plurslistic regime.

Munieanu told me that the police had asked him 10 go
to University Square 1o calm down the demonsirators,
and that he was later chased by miners as a “iurbulent
insugator.” Bus before we could finish our conversa.
uon, we were informed that Vice Premier Cazimir
lonescu had called and threatened 1o have Munteanu
removed to an army clinic if he cantinued tr speak to

foreigm journalists. I left immediately, but the next dav
Muntzanu was charged with "anti-state aaivities” and
taken 60 a penitentiary hospital. As for the miners, thev
had left Bucharest afier holding a huge meeting where
lliescu thanked them for their selfless commitment o
the defense of Romani's “young demoancy."”

hat was the purpose of the mimers' vigilan-

tism, and who inspired the clashm? In whose

interest was it to create a state of general

panic and unrest? According to Nicolae Man-
olescu, the editor of Romenis Litrers and one of the
country's most influential intellectials, thare are three
possible interpretations.

The first. nronsgated by lliescu and Prime Minister
Petre Roman, maintains chat the miners r_rm ted 2
fuscist coup inspired by inimical foreiam feeess, Mizscy
claims that his regime was threst by  right-wing,
lron Guard-type rebellion, in which the indeenden:
groups that participated in the University Square meet.
ings sesed in accordance with a plan concemed by some
unnamed Western spy agencies. in severa dlscussions
with wp members of Iliescu's entaursge. | hesrd the
same lsiimotiv: the University Squere demenurations
were famented by the West, which cannot Liselfto
the victary of a lefi-of-conter formation in 2z Lastern Eu-
ropes sountry. Even some sophisticaied palitical scien-
usts amerig lliescu’s advisers refuse 1o sdmis dest political
ngﬂl‘l is s normal phenomenan within adsmocracy.

@ second scenario, suggesied by some epposition
forces, sees the NS¥ as the chief culprit and responsible
for the escalation of viclence following the provocative
evacuation of University Square. The whole spiral of vi-
olence, they say, is lliescu’s well-designed plan 0 mo-
nopolise power, compromise the opposition, and estab-
lish a meo-Communist dictatorship. But teis scenano
operaias with the same demonic stereotypes as the gov-
ernmemt’s: it atributes considerable imagimation to its
enemy, and it assumes chat the governmem is indifTer-
ent woimternational opinion. It's unlikely thas Iliescu and
his supporters would have gone out of their wav to cre-
aie a suuation that has isolaied Romania nearly as totallv
as it was at the end of the Ceausescu regims.

The third and most convincing scenarie is Manoles-
cu's. In an articie in Romanis Liwers he takes into
accout the existence of irrstional forces bath within
the raling team and among some opposition groups.
There was no clear-cut government comspiracy. but
there was a deliberate attempt by Securiue-linked top
officials to contain and manipulate the disconten: of
certaim social groups, pri y swudents, intellectuals,
and sveme radical anti-Communists, Slander, distortion.
and semantic fraud were used (o fabrisate the image of 2
beleasuered power. According (o UMs imerpretation,
the "rvoclamation of Timisoars” and the peace! ' anu-
govermment demonsirations in Universiey Square re.
flected a real swate of mind among large strata of the
Romasmian population. Far from having been inspired
from abwoad, the protesis were homegrewa and tpontia-
neous @ their anti-Communist arder. At 8 coriain mo.
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ment. however, elements of the former Securitate man-
aged to infiltrate and manipulaté these expressions of
public dissatisfaction. Only this scenario, says Man.
olescu, explaing why one could recognize former Secur-
itate officers among both the demonstrators and the
miners on June 18, The purpose of the Securitate was to
arrest Romania’s demacratic evolution and force lliescu
to toughen his stance against the opposition.

What Manolescu fails to point out is that the Secuni-
tate has never been a monolithic organization. Even
now there are two secret police organizations in Roma-
nia: one is subordinated to the defense minister. Gener-
al Viictor Stanculescu, Ceausescu's former military aide,
who was entrusted with the protection of the Central
Commitiee building in December 1980. (It was Stan-
culescy’s treason that made pousible Ceautescu's rapid
capture. pseudo-trial. and execution in December
1989.) This faction of the Securitate would have a
strong interest in helping Stanculescu establish a mili-
tary dictatorship to wP:Im' what they would label the
"democratic anarchy.” His strategy of destabilizing the
government was seen at work in the June uprising, most
cbviously in the army's refusal to restore order.

Another faction is represented by the Romanian Ser-
vice of Information ($81), headed by Virgil Magureanu,
a former political science professor at the Communist
Party ichool and an lliescu loyalist. Crzated in March
1690, fellowing ethnic strife between Hungariane and

..........................................................................................
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Romantans in Tirgu-Mures, the sk can best be de.
scribed as lliescu's personal secret police. [t 15 verv
likely that the sat was instrumental in organizing the
minery' retaliations. Nobody zlse could have provided
the miners with lists of names, addresses, and pictures
of all opponents of the lliescu regime.

My hypothesis is that the succession of bloodv events
in mid-June cannot be underitood without reference 1o
the rcrsoml conflict between lliescu and Stanculescu. as
weil as to the role played by the different factions of the
secret police. Since this struggle has not come 10 an end.
new outbursts of violence can be predicied. [n all of the
currens political confinsion, one thing is now apparent:
Iliescu has lost contral of the rountry. Stanculescu rules
the army and may yet prove himself powerful enough to
launch a corp; and Magureanu's faction is practicing the
old techniques of divarsion and deception, enhancing a
state of hysteria. So long as lliescu and the Front conun-
ue to be at the mercy of this palitical mafla. rejecting theé
spirit of dislogue and resorting to astault squads to si-
lence the oppasition, no genuine democrauization can
tske place. Until then, the very mentionofastateoilaw in
Romania will remain an embarrassing joke.

VLADIMIR TISMANEANU is a resident scholar at the For-
eign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia and au-
thor of In Search of Civil Sensety: Independeni Peace Move-
menis tn the Sovist Blac, forthcoming from Routledge.
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Suggested Questions

L. Romania: When the Lights Went Qut

1. What does Flora Lzwis mean when she says that Romania under Ceausescu was more
like despotism than communism? Do you agree?

2. Why does the history of Transylvania-make it a likely place for unrest to begin?

3. How does Flora Lewis explain Romanian opposition to Soviet foreign policies, at the
same time that Romanian leaders were mirroring Soviet domestic policies?

4, What does Lewis mean when she says that Romania did not have the "social cohesion
which developed into the Solidarity movement in Poland?"
II. Ceausescu Bear Hunt/ Where Policemen Qutnumber Pigeons

1. Why do you think that someone would set up an elaborate charade like the bear hunt?
What does it tell you about Ceausescu and his rule?

2. Why does the caption say that Ceausescu is "hunting for honor?" What else might he
be hunting for?

3. Why does Dinescu say that "God has tumed his back on Romania?"
4, Dinescu was arrested and sent into internal exile because of the passage that you just

read. In light of the bear hunt, why wouid these few sentences be seen to be a crime
against the state?

III, Down With the Tyrant
1. Whai do the bear hunt and the change in Elena’s year of birth tell you about the
Ceausescu government's attitude toward history? toward truth? Why would this require
that all typswriters be registered?
2. What does Giurescu mean when he says that if you want a “new society” you need
“a totally new type of human being?* How does Ceausescu set about producing this
“new man?"

3, How was Romania's economy disrupted by Ceausescu's policies?
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4. Why would Cullen compare Ceausescu's plan for Bucharest with Hitler's plan for
Berlin? What is he trying to say about both men?

IV. New Masks, Old Faces/ Street Theater

I. Why might Ceausescu's trial and execution have been rushed and held in secret? In
your opinion, does this strengthen Tismaneanu's claim that Ceausescu’s overthrow was
as much a communist coup as a democratic revoiution?

2. What does Tismaneanu mean when he says that the new rulers wanted to "humanize
[communism], not replace it?" What does he offer as proof?

3. According to Husaraka, what did Brucan mean when he said that "the watchdog is in
the street?” Has this proven to be true?

4. According to Tismaneanu, what was the "Bolshevik strategy" for maintaining power?
What does he recommend for Western policy toward the new Romanian government?
V. Protest by the Student League

1. According to the students, what would happen if the opposition forces were to be
crushed?

2. What are the students' demands?

3. What kind of equipment was confiscated from the students? Where did the students
get it from?

4. Why would this type of equipment be seized by the miners? By the government?

VI. Homage to Golonia
1. What does "Golonia" mean literally? As Tismaneanu and the protesters used it?

2. According to Tismaneanu, how did the coal miners come to be in Bucharest on June
14 and 157

3. According to Romania Libera, who was seen in the crowd of miners? Why is this so
significant?

4. What doss Tismaneanu predict for Romania's future? Do you agree? Why? Why
not?
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What is being said about the pace of change in Eastern
Europe? Some people wouid argue that Romanian leaders
have hit the pause (or even the rewind) button. Do you
agres? Why? Why not?
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Suggested Activities

l. Read the quote by Gabriel Andreescu on the cover page. Using this quote and your
knowledge of the Bill Of Rights, design a model Bill Of Rights for a democratic Romanian
government.

2. Research the tactics used by Martin Luther King Jr. and A. Philip Randolph in
winning civil rights for African Americans. Compare them with the tactics being used by
Romanian dissidents to try to win democracy, and human and civil rights for their country.
Write a report explaining the advantages and disadvantages that each group of people had in
their struggle.

3. Choose one country in Eastern Europe other than Romania and make a timeline of
events in its quest for freedom. Illustrate your timeline. If a computer is available, draw your
timeline, using the Timeliner computer program. Cover the time period 1930-1991,

4. Divide students into small groups. Assign each group one country that has emerged
from dictatorship (Czechoslovakia, Poland, Haiti, the Philippines, Spain, Japan, Argentina,
Panama, Chile, etc.) and have them research the circumstances under which the dictatorship was
ended (or perhaps not yet completely ended). Within each group have two students consider
what effect external forces may have had, two others what institutions played key roles
(churches, unions, civic groups, the military, etc.), two others what role(s) the most significant
leader(s) played.

Reorganize students into new groups according to their specialty. Each new group should
prepare to argue that the factors that they studied (outside forces, internal institutions, or
outstanding leaders) were most imponiani in bringing down the dictatorship. Each student should
then write a short essay on what combination of factors seems necessary to successfully defeat
. a dictatorship.

S. Think about the needs and difficulties that might be inherent in separating the press,
property, industry, student organizations, an educational system, the arts and other civic
institutions from the state. Follow the newspapers over the next several weeks, noting different
problems that the Romanians and other Eastern Europeans will have to overcome if they are to
create a stable democratic society. Develop a scrap book documenting the growth, or lack
thereof, of independent civic institutions in Eastern European countries.

6. Consider the fate of such short-lived democratic govemments as the Russian
Provisional Government of 1917, Weimar Germany in the 1920's, Czechoslovakia in 1946-48,
ot Brazii from 1945-64. Split the class into four groups and assign one of the countries to each.
Have them look at the political traditions, economic conditions, relations between the
socio/economic classes, character of the activist movements, roie of external forces, and roles
of the key individuals in their country. Have each group report on what factors they think are
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necessary for a democratic saciety to flourish. Ask the class to try to use these findings to look
at the past and present of Romania.

7. Many Romanian observers believe that tlie present government achieved power through
a successful coup. Have students read press reports on the failed Soviet coup of August 1991,
then write a research paper explaining the reascas that the coup against Gorbachev might have
failed, while the coup against Ceausescu succeeced.

8. Have students read the enclosed American Educator interview with Romanian labor
leader Catalin Croitoru and/or the Uncaptive Minds profile of Smaranda Enache. Ask students
to identify someone in their community who was involved in the struggle to establish a
democracy in another country or to extend it in this country (an eniigre from a dictatorship, civil
rights activist, voting rights activist, civic and commenity group members, immigrants rights
activist, etc.). Have them conduct an interview and write an oral history.

9. (As there are adult themes and violence in this series, this assignment should be for
older students, and might be made optional.)

Have the class watch the segments of /, Claudius (PBS, Mastarpiece Theater) that depict
the rise and fall of the Emperor Caligula, another egocentric totalitarian ruler, Split the class
into three groups and have each group write and perform a one act out of play on the rise and
fall of Nicolae Ceausescu. Assign one group to do the opening act, the second to do an act from
the middle of the play, and the third to do the final act.

10. (For students who have already completed American history and American
government courses, this would be a challenging undertaking, and could be adapied as a final
exhibition project in an advanced-level government or history coursc.)

Split students into small groups to prepare a preseatation on "Democracy in America,"
aimed at Romanian students. Students may wish to use any combination of essays, letters,
literary and historical quotes, photographs, video, audio tapes, or any other media, to address
such themes as: history; government; culture; the evolution of rights and responsibilities; popular
attitudes toward the democratic system; strengths and weaknesses of American political
arrangements; the civic society; union and disunion in a multicultural, multi-partisan society;
hopes (and/or fears) for the future.
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